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solve that I couldn’t. [Laughter] So it’s been
another exercise in Presidential humility from
you, sir. Thank you very much.

It’s been a wonderful afternoon. Thank you.
God bless you all, and good day. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to U.S. Representative Benjamin A.
Gilman and economist Paul A. Samuelson, Na-
tional Medal of Science recipient.

Statement on the Death of Hector Garcia
July 26, 1996

Hillary and I are deeply saddened to learn
of the death of Dr. Hector P. Garcia. The
founder of the American GI Forum, Dr. Garcia
fought for half a century for the civil and edu-
cational rights of Mexican-Americans. A national
hero and decorated Army veteran, Dr. Garcia
became the first Hispanic-American to be
awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the
Nation’s highest civilian honor.

Recently, Texas A&M University in Corpus
Christi, his hometown, dedicated the Hector P.
Garcia Plaza and established the Hector P. Gar-
cia Scholarship Endowment. It is a fitting trib-
ute to a man who fought for the rights of His-
panic-Americans, veterans, and all Americans
throughout his life. Hillary and I extend our
deepest condolences to his family and to all
the Latino community.

The President’s Radio Address and an Exchange With Reporters
July 27, 1996

Centennial Olympic Park Bombing

The President. Good morning. The bombing
at Centennial Olympic Park this morning was
an evil act of terror. It was aimed at the inno-
cent people who were participating in the Olym-
pic games and in the spirit of the Olympics,
an act of cowardice that stands in sharp contrast
to the courage of the Olympic athletes.

On behalf of all Americans, let me extend
my condolences to the families of those who
lost their lives and our prayers to those who
were injured. I want to thank the brave security
personnel who were on the scene. They saw
the package; they alerted the bomb squad; they
cleared the crowd. They prevented a much
greater loss of life.

I also want to compliment the medical per-
sonnel of all the hospitals, those who were oper-
ating the ambulances, they and the volunteers
who were helping people who were down at
the scene. Those of us who watched it through-
out the night last night could not have been
failed to be impressed by their courage, their
competence, their real heroism under pressure.

Last night I was awakened by Mr. Panetta
shortly after the explosion, and I continued to
receive reports and follow events until the press
conference early this morning. Then this morn-
ing the Vice President and I spoke to the presi-
dent of the International Olympic Committee,
the president of the Atlanta committee for the
games, the Governor of Georgia, the mayor of
Atlanta, the Attorney General, and the Director
of the FBI.

I want to make clear our common determina-
tion. We will spare no effort to find out who
was responsible for this murderous act. We will
track them down. We will bring them to justice.
We will see that they are punished. In the
meanwhile, we are all agreed the games will
go on. We will take every necessary step to
protect the athletes and those who are attending
the games.

I know that the people who’ve worked so
hard to put on these Olympics, the people of
Atlanta, the thousands and thousands of volun-
teers, are more determined than ever to see
them to a successful conclusion. Already we see
the spirit at work this morning. The mayor
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